ARTICLE 600 SPECIAL REGULATIONS
601 SIGN REGULATIONS
The provisions of Section 601 shall apply to alf zoning districts.

The purpose of the following regulations to all types of signs is to reasonably regulate the size,
location, illumination and types of materials in order to:
1. Encourage signs that have locations, materials and designs that are compatible with the
surrounding neighborhood and buildings;
2. Eliminate excessive and confusing signs; and
3. Eliminate potential hazards to motorists and pedestrians.

601.1 Definitions
Sign
Any word, letter, symbol, drawing, picture, design, device, article or object which
advertises, calls attention to or indicates the location of any premises, person or
activity; whatever its manner of composition or construction and however displayed.

Accessory Sign
A sign, which advertises or indicates the person occupying the premises on which it
is erected or.the business transacted thereon or advertises the property itself for
sale or rent and which contains no other matter.

Freestanding Sign
Any sign not attached to a building.

Hanging Sign
Any sign which projects more than eight (8) inches from a wall or facade.

Primary Sign
A sign which contains information on the name of the business, the owner, and/or
goods or services offered, located on the same side of the premises as the main
entrance.

Sign, Area of,

1. The area of a sign shall be considered to include all lettering, wording, and
accompanying designs and symbols, together with the background on which they
are displayed, any frame around the sign and any “cutouts” or extensions, but
shall not include any supporting structure or bracing.

2. The area of a sign consisting of individual letters or symbols attached to or
painted on a surface, building, wall or window, shall be considered to be that of
the smallest quadrangle or a triangle which encompasses all of the letters and
symbols.

3. The area of a sign consisting of a three-dimensional object shall be considered to
be the area of the largest vertical cross-section of that object.

4. In computing the area of double faced signs, the area of one side shall be used.
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Sign, Temporary
Any sign maintained for a continuous period of not more than thirty days in a
calendar year.

601.2 Procedure

A written application for the installation of all types of signs shall be submitted at the office
of the Zoning Enforcement Officer, including signs requiring special permits. The application
shall include all information necessary to determine compliance with the regulations of this
Bylaw.

601.3 General Requirements

1. In all districts, all exterior signs or advertising devices erected or maintained must,
unless expressly provided, conform to the following requirements,

2. The information contained on all signs for business shall be limited to the type of
business, goods or service offered and name of business and/or owner.

3. Whenever possible, a flush mounted sign attached to-the wall of the building shall be
used. The method of attaching the sign must be approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer.

4. If, in the opinion of the Board of Appeals a flush mounted sign would not be
adequately visible from a public way, a special permit may be sought from the Board
of Appeals for the erection of one freestanding sign of not more than two faces. The
special permit may be conditional upon restrictions that regulate design, illumination,
size, colors and construction.

5. Private signs shall not be placed on publicly owned property unless authortzed by the
Board of Selectmen.

6. Signs not exceeding one square foot containing cautionary or directional mformatlon
for traffic flow require the approval of the Zoning Enforcement Officer.
Informational, directional and traffic signs owned and installed by a government
agency are permitted by right.

7. Sign materials should be durable and easy to maintain. Materials such as wood,
brass or bronze are most appropriate.

8. Inthe case of a sign for business use, a primary sign containing information on the
name of the business, owner, and goods or services offered shall be limited to one
that is located on the same side of the building as the main entrance. In addition,
one accessory sign may be erected on any other side of the building in view of &
parking area or public way,

601.4 Signs Requiring Special Permit Approval

All freestanding signs and projecting/hanging signs, which are attached by a bracket to a
wall and project more than eight inches, require a special permit issued by the Board of
Appeals.

1. Sign applications for a special permit approval must lnciude the following
information: Three (3) copies of a scale drawing showing the dimensions of the
proposed sign, construction details, any designs or logo, lettering, colors, materials
and a cross section of the sign with dimensions. The proposed location of the sign
must be identified on a photograph or scale architectural drawing of the building
that shows the height above grade and any other necessary dimensions or design
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features requested by the Board of Appeals. The Design Review Board shall review
the application and submit its comments to the Board of Appeals.

2. Proposed signs should, by their location and design, be harmonious with the
buildings and sites that they occupy. When acting upon a special permit application
for a sign, the Board of Appeals shall consider the proposed sign in relation to the
character of the building and surrounding neighborhood. Signs should be
informative, legible and designed to improve the quality of the streetscape.

601.5 Signs Approved by the Zoning Enforcement Officer
Flush mounted, awning, special events and temporary signs require approval of the Zoning
Enforcement Officer.
1. Applications for sign permits must include two copies of the following information.
The proposed size, colors, dimensions, materials and location of the sign in sufficient
 detail for the Zoning Enforcement Officer to evaluate the application. - The method of
attaching the sign to a structure or erecting the sign must be described.
2. The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall evaluate the proposed sign’s location, size,
materials, and design to determine if the sign is in compliance with the dimensional
régulations set forth in Section 601.6 prior to issuance of a sign permit.

601.6 Dimensional Requirements

_General: Lettering shall not exceed fourteen inches in vertical dimension.

1. Awning Signs: Advertising on awnings must be painted on or attached fiat against
the surface of the awning and not project beyond the valance nor be attached to the
underside.

Cautionary Signs: Not to exceed three (3) square feet in area.

Directional Signs: Not to exceed three (3) square feet in area.

For Sale, Rent or Lease Signs:

a) Advertising a lot, building or portion thereof: not to exceed six (6) square feet in
area;

b) Advertising lots or buildings in approved subdivisions: not to exceed twenty (20)
square feet in area or be larger than ten (10) linear feet any side.

5. Flush Mounted Signs: Not o exceed one (1) square foot for each linear foot of the
facade or wall on the side of the premises containing the main entrance minus the

_ area of any accessory signs, to a maximum of fifty (50) square feet.

6. Freestanding Signs: Not to exceed twenty-five (25) square feet in area with a
maximum height of twelve (12) feet and a minimum height above the ground of
thirty (30) inches.

7. Hanging Signs: Not to exceed five (5) square feet in area with the lowest part of the
sign a minimum of ten (10) feet above ground and not extending above the top of
the wall or fagade.

8, Temporary Signs:

a) Political signs: May be erected.

b) Special Event Signs: Not to exceed six (6) square feet in area, may be erected
no sooner than 14 days before the event, and must be removed no later than 24
hours after the event.

9. Window Signs: Signs mounted on windows in addition to the requirements for flush
mounted signs, shall not cover more than thirty (30%) percent of the window area.
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601.8
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601.9

Prohibited Signs
No sign shall extend above the roof line of the building to which it is fastened.
Electric or any other powered signs shall not blink, fiash or have moving parts. Neon
signs are prohibited. Signs containing reflective elements which sparkle in the
sunshine are not permitted. '
Billboards are not permitted.
Any sign advertising a business or organization no longer located on the premises is
not permitted.
Any signs that obstruct the corner clearance, dear site triangle of any intersection as
defined in Section 603.10.3 of this Bylaw are not permitted.
String lights used in connection with commercial enterprises, except for temporary
lighting used for decoration during the specific holiday season.

Exempted Signs
Signs not exceeding one square foot in area and bearing only property numbers,
names of occupants or other identification of premises not having commercial
connotations.
Flags and insignia of any government except when displayed in connection with
commercial promotion.
Legal notices, identification, informational or directional signs erected or required by
governmental bodies.
Carved or other integral devices identifying the building name or date of erection.
Signs directing and guiding traffic and parking on private property, but bearing no
advertising matter.
Standard gasoline pumps, vending machines, or similar devices bearing thereon in
usual size and form the product name and type, provided that copy area not exceed
four (4) square feet.
Temporary signs erected for any charitable or religious cause or allowed by the
Board of Selectmen.
Signs not exceeding three (3) square feet, necessary to warn of a hazard or to post
land, shall be permitted as required to accomplish these purposes.
Signs that advertise the sale, lease or rent of a lot or building shall be located only
on the property which is being advertised. Signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet
in area or two in number. One sign advertising the sale of lots or buildings in
approved subdivisions s permitted at the intersection of the new and existing
streets. Said sign shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet or be greater than ten
(10) feet in any dimension. Any such signs shall be removed within five days of the
lease or sale of the premises or the sale of the last lot in the subdivision.

IHumination

Signs may be illuminated by a constantly steady white light that is shielded and directed at
the sign in order to prevent direct glare on a public way or adjacent property. Signs using
interior lighting shall have non-exposed white lights of reasonable intensity. Signs shall only
be lighted during the hours of operation and shall require a special permit,

Printed May 26, 2006 62



601.10 Nonconforming Signs
Nonconforming signs shall not be altered by changing the design, construction, wording,
painting or lighting without written approval of the Zoning Enforcement Officer.

601.1% Enforcement

i, Maintenance and Removal:
Every sign shall be maintained in good structural condition at all times. Al signs
shall be kept neatly painted, including all metal parts and supports thereof that are
not galvanized or of rust resistant material. The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall
inspect and shall have the authority to order the painting, repair, alteration or
removal of a sign which shall constitute a hazard to safety, health, or public welfare
by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, or obsolescence,

2. Abandoned Signs:
Except as otherwise provided in the section, any sign that is located on property
which becomes vacant and is unoccupied for a period of three months or more, or
any sign which pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies, shall be
deemed to have been abandoned. Permanent signs applicable o a business
temporarily suspended because of a change of ownership or management of such
business shall not be deemed abandoned, unless the property remains vacant for a

~ period of six months or more. An abandoned sign is prohibited and shall be

removed by the owner of the sign or owner of the premises.

3. Dangerous or Defective Signs;
No person shall maintain or permit to be rnalntalned on any premises owned or
controlled by him any sign which is in a dangerous or defective condition. Any such
sign shall be removed or repalred by the owner of the sign or the owner of the
premises.

4. Removal of Signs by the Zonmg Enforcement Officer:
The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall cause to be removed any sign that endangers
‘the public safety, such as an abandoned, dangerous, or materially, electrically, or
structurally defective sign, or a sign for which no permit has been issted,

s

603 PARKING REGULATIONS

603.1 General Requirements

Off-street parking shall be provided in all zoning districts for new construction, conversion,
expansion or increase in intensity of use for any structure. In the case of an expansion or
conversion these standards shall apply to the expanded or converted areas.

603.2 Use of Setback Areas for Parking

In Neighborhood Business Districts, a strip not less than ten feet wide on which to grow
grass, bushes, flowers or trees shall be maintained open, unpaved and not parked upon
along each side and rear property line of such a lot wherever it abuts a residential district.

©03.3 Purpose

The purposes of the parking standards are to:
1. Provide adequate parking for business and residences in all zoning districts.
2. Promote traffic safety for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
3. Ensure orderly access and egress to and from the public way.
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