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MONDAY 
 
#1. WHEN JESUS CAME TO HARVARD with Dr. Jack Hill and Rev. Dr. Catherine Cullen 
Monday, 9:30 AM-11:00 AM Starts September 20 through November 1 

(6 sessions, No class October 11) 
 
This course is based on the very popular course taught by Professor Harvey Cox at 
Harvard.  Professor Cox’s readable text by the same name will be used in the class.  The 
author’s goal is to make the Jesus of “back then and there” relevant to moral choices here and 
now.  Join us for this thought-provoking class. 
 
Required Text: When Jesus Came to Harvard by Harvey Cox 
  
Dr. JACK HILL is a former Duxbury High School principal. He has led courses in The Great Books, as well as 
literary standouts. He has recently taught several courses in the Lifelong Learning Program. Jack Hill 
holds degrees from Brown, Harvard and Boston University. 
 
REV. DR. CATHERINE CULLEN has been the minister at First Parish Church Duxbury for the past 
seventeen years. Prior to her ordination as a Unitarian minister, Catherine was a trial attorney and 
managing partner of a law firm in Boston's Financial District. Rev.  Cullen is an active member of the 
Duxbury community. She currently holds Selectboard appointments to both the King Caesar Council and 
the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Steering Team. She also serves as the co-chair of DuxburyFACTS and 
the president of the Duxbury Interfaith Council.  

Registration for the Fall 2021 Semester  
begins on Thursday, September 9. 

 
Online registration opens at 8:00 AM.  Visit 

www.duxburyseniorcenter.org and click on Register 
for a Lifelong Learning Program. 

 
Walk-in Registration  

Thursday, September 9 from 1-3 PM and  
Friday, September 10 from 10 AM-Noon 

http://www.duxburyseniorcenter.org/
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#2. A FASCINATING EXPLORATION OF WESTERN ART HISTORY: STONE AGE THROUGH THE 
RENAISSANCE with Evelyn Dunbar 
Monday, 1:00 PM-3:00 PM Starts September 20 through November 1  

(6 sessions, No class October 11) 
 
Artist Evelyn Dunbar will show a wealth of visual art celebrating cultural and artistic 
developments in each class to invite audience enjoyment and participation. 
  
EVELYN DUNBAR studied Painting at Rhode Island School of Design, Mass College of Art and 
Bridgewater State.  She taught Art History and Studio Art at Sacred Heart High School, Kingston, MA, for 
35 years and retired in 2012 to teach at home and create freelance and personal art.  This is the fourth 
year she has taught Art History at the Lifelong Learning Program. 

  
 
#3. READING SHAKESPEARE’S: A MIDSUMMER’S NIGHT DREAM with Carrie Meier 
Monday, 2:00 PM-3:00 PM  Starts September 20 through November 1  

(6 sessions, No class October 11) 
 
Shakespeare’s plays were written to be performed on stage. Although not on stage, 
participants in this class will be assigned roles in each play and will read aloud. The facilitator 
will provide introduction and encourage discussion between scenes as this is often the best way 
of encountering them.  The class will also select a second play to read. 
 
Required Text: A Midsummer’s Night Dream, Folgers Edition. 
 
CARRIE MEIER majored in creative writing and literature in graduate studies.  She taught history for 25 

years before leading courses in poetry and Shakespeare in the Lifelong Learning Program since 2008. 

 
#4. MORE OF THE GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK- MUSICALS, BIG BANDS, THE CROONERS 
AND LADY SINGERS with Larry King 
Monday, 3:30 PM-5:00 PM Starts September 20 through November 1  

(6 sessions, No class October 11) 
 
Come along for a visual excursion into the American Popular Song from its early beginnings in 
vaudeville, the musical theater, the songs and stars of the movie musicals, recalling the Big 
Bands, a trip down memory lane with the popular groups and singers of the 50s, 60s and 70s, 
and finishing with the Great American Songbook today. 
  
LARRY KING is the evening announcer/host on the World Classical Network, heard locally on Cape 
Classical 107.5, WFCC, formerly announcer and manager at WCRB, Boston’s heritage classical station, 
and formerly, the weekend afternoon announcer/host on WGBH’s all classical WCRB in Boston and 
former host of the live Tanglewood broadcast concerts.  Larry has a degree in music history, enjoys 
teaching adult education classes, and sharing his passion about classical music. 
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TUESDAY 
 
#5. LITERATURE OF THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS with Stephanie Blackman 
Tuesday, 9:30 AM-11:00AM  Starts September 21 through November 2  

(7 sessions) 
 
People have always been immoral, shiftless and self-gratifying. For ages, humankind has 
struggled to find a conceptual system to operationalize their spiritual shortcomings. This course 
will explore various short stories, poetry, non-fiction, and bits of longer works in relation to the 
seven deadly sins. Each week we will closely examine one of the sins: pride, envy, gluttony, lust, 
anger, greed and sloth through the lens of literature. Classroom discussion is a large part of this 
course, where the instructor acts more as a facilitator than teacher. This is not a religion course 
– just a fun way to group the readings for each week.  
 
The facilitator will provide readings. Pick up the first week’s readings at the Senior Center 
before the first class. 
  
STEPHANIE BLACKMAN has taught literature and writing at Massasoit Community College in Brockton 

for over fifteen years.  Her background in teaching and her experience as a publisher for her hybrid 

publishing company, Riverhaven Books, give her a unique approach to reading and analyzing the short 

stories covered in this course.  It has been her experience that while many people read for pleasure, few 

consider the genius behind the art of the short story. 

  
 
 #6. CULTURAL CLASHES IN THE NEW YORKER with Howard Scott             * Virtual Option 
Tuesday, 10:30 AM-Noon   Starts September 21 through November 9 

(8 sessions) 
 

This course is an open-format discussion of pre-assigned readings in “The New Yorker” 
magazine (three articles per session) and is known for its lively conversation on politics, books, 
science, the arts, current events or just about anything.  Whether you come to share your 
thoughts or just listen, all are welcome!  
 
Required Magazine: “The New Yorker” magazine.  Check out student subscription rates. 
 
HOWARD SCOTT, a University of Pennsylvania graduate, is a 35-year reader of “The New Yorker”.  A 
writer, he has published 1700 magazine articles and four books. 

 
* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
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#7. THE POETS’ CORNER with Peter Trenouth              * Virtual Option 
Tuesday, 11:00 AM-12:30 PM Starts September 21 through November 9  

(8 sessions) 
 
This course is a weekly gathering of people who are curious about poetry. Each class will 
include discussion on an eclectic range of works in forms both simple and intricate by women 
and men whose verses have delighted, informed, provoked, and soothed their many readers. 
Discussions will focus on how the craft and sense in each poem intermingle, leading to multiple 
interpretations, which are always new because what we take from poetry flows from the 
experiences we bring to it. We are drawn to poetry because we pay attention to life. Everyone’s 
viewpoints and questions broaden the possibilities and deepen our understandings of poetry’s 
connection to us.  
 
The facilitator will provide copies of each poem to the participants. Class members are welcome 
to recommend other poems. 
 
PETER TRENOUTH taught high school English for 34 years. His articles about literature and writing 
have been published in professional journals. Peter has also written short stories, a novel, and poetry.  
In addition, he is an actor and director in community theater and acted with the Bay Colony 
Shakespeare Company. The Fall 2021 semester of the Duxbury Senior Center’s Lifelong Learning 
Program is the fifth time The Poets’ Corner has been offered, each presenting different selections. 
Peter encourages open discussions of the poems. No comment is wrong, and together we build 
perspectives about each poem’s meaning and the ways it touches us. 

  
* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
 
#8. FILM NOIR V: FILLING IN SOME GAPS with Carl Meier and Jon Lehman        *Virtual Option 
Tuesday, 1:00 PM-3:30 PM  Starts September 21 through November 9 

(8 sessions)  
 

 “Film noir” is a term used to categorize American films of the ‘40s and ‘50s that generally 
involved crime, police work, and psychological study of the characters. During this course, 
participants will watch and discuss a “film noir”. It is not necessary to have been part of a 
previous classes to enjoy this one. This semester we will be watching some lesser-known films 
to “fill in the gaps” left by previous classes. During class time we will watch and discuss Stranger 
on the Third Floor, directed by Boris Ingster, 1940; I Wake Up Screaming, directed by H. Bruce 
Humberstone, 1941;  Shadow of a Doubt, directed by Alfred Hitchcock, 1943;  Born to Kill, 
directed by Robert Wise, 1947;  Cry of the City, directed by Robert Siodmak, 1948;  He Ran all 
the Way, directed by John Berry, 1951; The Narrow Margin, directed by Richard Fleisher, 1952;  
The Night of the Hunter, directed by Charles Laughton, 1955.  Two other gaps that overlap 
individual titles: the Blacklist and Censorship.  We will discuss these when we discuss the films. 
For people new to the class, or for those who “lost their notes,” we will provide a list of all the 
films seen in the previous classes and some background information on film noir. 
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Viewing guides will be provided at least one week in advance of the showing. The facilitators 
will provide information and links for seeing the films at home for virtual participants. 
 
CARL MEIER holds a BA in Philosophy from Hamilton College, MSSc in History from Maxwell School, 

Syracuse University, and taught History and Philosophy in the Duxbury School System from 1966-1998. 

JON LEHMAN received a B.A. in English literature from the University of Chicago.  For many years, he 
was the arts editor and theater critic of The Patriot Ledger. 
 

* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
#9. DUXBURY’S PILGRIM HERITAGE AND BEYOND: EXPLORING NEW ENGLAND’S RELIGIOUS 
HISTORY with Peggy Bendroth            * Virtual Option 
Wednesday, 10:30 AM-Noon   Starts October 13 through November 17 

(6 sessions) 
 

This course provides a historic overview of some important events in New England's religious 
life, from the 1600s to the twentieth century, as seen through particular episodes in the history 
of Duxbury. 
 
PEGGY BENDROTH is a historian of American religion (PhD Johns Hopkins University), and, until her 
recent retirement, served as executive director of the Congregational Library and Archives in Boston. 
She is the author of seven books and many articles on American Protestantism, a fellow of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and in 2015 was selected as president of her professional society, the 
American Society of Church History. 

 
* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
 
 
#10. PERSPECTIVES ON EARTH’S HISTORY AND THE MULTIPLE, DEVASTATING EXTINCTIONS OF 
LIFE THAT HAVE OCCURRED with Tom Stadelmann 
Wednesday, 1:00 PM-2:30 PM   Starts September 22 through November 10 

(8 sessions) 
 

Earth has a history that goes back in time to an extent that is difficult for the human mind to 
imagine. During its vast history our planet has been very different from its present and would 
be unrecognizable to us today. In the time since life on earth evolved there have been five 
periods where life on earth experienced wide spread extinction. We will examine the geological 
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evidence to explain these disasters and what they have to tell us about our changing climate 
and the loss of species currently occurring. 
 
THOMAS STADELMANN holds a B.A. in Earth Science from Bridgewater State; M.A in Earth Science from 

Western Michigan University and has 30+ years of teaching Geology, Astronomy, Meteorology and 

Physical Oceanography at Massasoit Community College.  Tom is a strong believer in the necessity and 

joy of lifelong learning.  

  
 
#11. SEEKING RUSSION ROOTS: FOLLOWING THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF RUSSIA FROM ITS 
VARANGIAN BEGINNINGS TO PUTIN PRESENT with Susan Thanas 
Wednesday, 3:00 PM-4:30 PM Starts September 29 through November 3 

(6 sessions) 
 
 
We will seek to understand what it meant to be Russian as land and spirit grew outwards from 
earliest capitals and its leaders became historical and cultural symbols of Russia's Imperial 
destiny. At the same time, we will look at the lives of its people. 
 
 
SUSAN COOK THANAS, retired English teacher from DHS and DMS, has always been fascinated by Russia 
and the USSR, which she has visited many times—most recently in 2019.  She has a master’s degree in 
Russian-Soviet History from Harvard University Extension and has considered Russian as her second 
language since she began studying it in the 1960’s. While teaching at Duxbury High, she taught Russian 
Literature to the students in her senior classes. Now she looks forward to teaching new “seniors.” 

 
 

THURSDAY 

 
#12. ROOSEVELT, CHURCHILL, AND EISENHOWER: A LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP FOR THE AGES 
AND BEYOND with Peter Rapelye 
Thursday, 9:30 AM-11:00 AM  Starts October 7 through November 18  

(6 sessions, No class November 11) 
 
 
History is replete with great leaders who establish themselves during times of crisis. World War 
II was no exception. With Europe overrun by Hitler’s Third Reich and England on the brink of 
collapse in 1940, Winston Churchill mobilized the British people to defend their island at all 
costs with “blood, toil, tears, and sweat.” Across the Atlantic, soon to be re-elected to an 
unprecedented third term, President Franklin D. Roosevelt juggled the pressures of American 
neutrality with the desperate need to lead a crusade against unbridled terror and tyranny. 
Personifying the American story, a newly minted colonel in a peacetime army in 1940, later to 
become Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in Europe by the end of 1943, Dwight D. 
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Eisenhower would orchestrate the pivotal moment of World War II on the beaches of 
Normandy, France in June 1944. How did these three very different leaders become giants on 
the same stage of history? What were the qualities of leadership, special skills, and defining 
moments that defined their greatness and helped bring the free world back from the brink of 
catastrophe? What can we learn from their stories to guide a new generation of leaders today? 
 
PETER Y. RAPELYE retired in 2012 after 40 years as an independent school educator, AP history teacher, 
and administrator, most recently as headmaster of the Princeton Junior School in Lawrenceville, NJ. He 
has served as a trustee and executive board member at a number of independent schools in NJ and New 
England. Recipient of several fellowships through the National Endowment of Humanities and the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute, Peter holds a BA from the University of Rhode Island and an MSc in International 
Relations from The London School of Economics, University of London. He has pursued additional 
graduate studies in history at Brown University, Harvard University, Princeton University, University of 
Massachusetts, and University of Oxford. An Army veteran, Peter and his wife are third generation 
residents of Duxbury. He is currently Vice President and trustee of DRHS, a member of the Holland 
Society and the Dedham Country Day School Corporation. This is Peter’s fifth year teaching at The 
Duxbury Senior Center. 

 
  
#13. THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JAMES THURBER with Beth Cameron-Kilbridge       *Virtual Option 
Thursday, 11:00 AM-12:30 PM  Starts September 23 through November 18 

(8 sessions, No class November 11) 
 

This will be a completely revised Thurber course with many more colors in the paintbox to 
splash across Thurber’s world.  Come share the life and times of this remarkable humorist and 
illustrator.  We will enjoy his writings and laugh at his drawings of “Thurber People” and learn 
the secrets shared with close friends in letters from such notables as E.B.White, Dorothy Parker 
and Robert Benchley.  James Thurber (1894-1961) was a major contributor to the success of the 
new publication back in the 1920’s, The New Yorker Magazine. His book entitled, The Years with 
Ross (1959) tells the story of Harold Ross, editor and founder of The New Yorker, his magazine, 
and his staff of writers and illustrators through the eyes of a member of that illustrious 
ensemble.  Thurber was also part of the Algonquin Round Table, if only the second seating, and 
survived the Roaring Twenties with panache. His love of women and dogs was legendary.  His 
life was a patchwork of extraordinary experiences shared with people and pets who loved, 
hated and/or tolerated him.  His view of the world was off-kilter, but never off-putting.  Even in 
blindness his career continued and expanded into children’s books, plays, short stories, fables, 
radio, television, film and acting on Broadway, if only playing himself.  Spend eight weeks 
sauntering back through time, enjoying decades of laughter and entertainment with James 
Thurber, his “Life and Welcome to It!”  
“You have to enjoy humorous writing while you’re doing it…The things we laugh at are awful 
while they are going on, but get funny when we look back.  And other people laugh because 
they’ve been through it too.  The closest thing to humor is tragedy.” (JamesThurber)   
 
The facilitator will provide a packet of handouts prior to the first class to be used as reference 
for the session.  Pick up the handouts at the Senior Center before the first class. 
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BETH CAMERON-KILBRIDGE is a literary researcher and performer; a seasoned educator; and an 
international traveler.  She has taught numerous writing workshops, cross-cultural training programs 
and courses related to authors and illustrators tailored to seniors on the South Shore. She was featured 
in The Patriot Ledger’s “Ledgerland” reported from Buttonwoods Bookshop in Cohasset, highlighting her 
innovative approach to memory and story. Beth wrote for the Boston Irish Echo Newspaper for ten years 
and was the paper’s Associate Editor for its opening year in Boston and continues to write for local 
interest magazines. Beth holds a B.A. with Honors from Boston State College an M.A in International 
Education from Lesley University and is a graduate from Wellesley College’s Program for Women in 
Leadership. Beth is proud to be a Lifelong Learning instructor for the past five years with many new ideas 
for future courses. This will be a completely revised Thurber program with far more colors in the paintbox 
to choose from and greater reference material to draw on. 

 
* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
 

#14. EDISON – WIZARD OR PRETENDER with John Sullivan 
Thursday, 1:00-2:30 PM   Starts September 23 through October 28 

  (6 sessions) 
 
It has been almost eighty years since the death of Thomas Alva Edison. He was called “the 
Wizard of Menlo Park” but that may have contributed to the myth of Edison’s success. This 
course will explore some of his significant inventions and processes from the lightbulb to the 
storage battery and Portland cement. While Edison was very successful as an inventor but not 
as a businessman. He changed the American way of life. He harnessed light, power and sound. 
 
 
DR. JOHN SULLIVAN was a teacher of history and psychology at Duxbury High School for 38 years. He 

also has taught at Boston University, his alma mater, as well as Quincy College, Massasoit, and Cape Cod 

Community College. He presently is an instructional consultant for Class Measures. John has created 

twelve unique courses for both Duxbury and Marshfield Senior Centers. 

 

FRIDAY 
 
#15. HOT TOPICS ON BEACON HILL with Senator Patrick O’Connor, Representative Josh Cutler 
and Representative Kathy LaNatra               *Virtual Option 
Friday, 10:30 AM-11:30 AM  Starts September 24 through October 29  

(6 sessions) 
 
This course provides an opportunity to explore issues that the Legislature will consider this 
political session.  Each week participants discuss “hot topics” of the week and learn all sides of 
the issue.  Group participation is key to the success of this course. 
 
STATE SENATOR PATRICK M. O’CONNOR represents the Plymouth & Norfolk District in the 
Massachusetts State Senate, including the towns of Cohasset, Duxbury, Hingham, Hull, Marshfield, 
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Norwell, Scituate, and Weymouth.  He is a lifelong Weymouth resident and has been working within the 
legislature for over a decade.  He currently serves as a member of the Committees on Housing, 
Education, Municipalities and Regional Government, Labor and Workforce Development, Economic 
Development and Emerging Technologies, Personnel and Administration, and Global Warming and 
Climate Change. 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE JOSH CUTLER is the State Representative for the Sixth Plymouth District, which 
includes the towns of Pembroke, Duxbury (precincts 2-6) and Hanson.  He is a South Shore native.  He 
currently serves as a member of the Small Business and Community Development, Consumer Protection 
and Professional Licensure, Election Laws, and House Post Audit and Oversight committees. 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE KATHLEEN LANATRA is the State Representative for the Twelfth Plymouth 

District, including the towns of Kingston, North Plymouth, and South Duxbury. She has lived in Kingston 

for nearly two decades and is a businesswoman and a previously elected member of the Board of 

Selectmen.  She currently serves as a member of the House Committee on Technology and 

Intergovernmental Affairs, Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies, Joint 

Committee on Elder Affairs and Joint Committee on Election Laws. 

  
 
* A virtual option may be available for home bound or long-distance learners.  Please contact 
Angela Sinnott for registration details. 
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Easy Steps to Register for a Lifelong Learning Class 
 
Access our new Schedules Plus registration system by going to DuxburySeniorCenter.org and 
click Register for a Lifelong Learning Program. The Lifelong Learning September Calendar will 
open. (If the class you are registering for begins in October, use the filters on the top left of the 
calendar to change the view.)  

1. Click on the class you want to register for. You’ll be prompted to log in. 

2. Enter your phone number, and click Search 

3. Choose your name and the Activity Detail page will open. 

4. Click Register. The Shopping Cart will open. (You can continue to add classes to your 

cart by browsing topic using the navigation bars on the left.) 

5. When you have finished, click Check Out. 

6.  If you would like to pay with a credit card, click Pay Now, if you would like to mail of 

bring a check to the Senior Center, click Pay Later. Payment must be received prior to 

the start of the semester to confirm your registration. 

 
If you are interested in the virtual option for a particular class. Please call Angela Sinnott at  
781-934-5774, extension 5701. This option is intended for participants who are unable to 
attend in person.  An in-person classroom seat will not be available for virtual participants. 
Additional instructions will be provided so that you will be able to participate via Zoom. 
 
There is also this link on our website that may be helpful 
https://www.town.duxbury.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3056/f/pages/online_payment_instructio
ns.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.town.duxbury.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3056/f/pages/online_payment_instructions.pdf
https://www.town.duxbury.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3056/f/pages/online_payment_instructions.pdf
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For Walk-In Registration  
 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                 _____________________________________________ Zip Code  _______________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________ Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

 

 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Person Classes      Virtual Option 
 
#1 #2 #3 #4 #5    #6 #7 #8 #9   

 

#6 #7 #8 #9 #10    #13 #15 

 

#11 #12 #13 #14 #15 

 

Total # of Courses Requested ________ 
Cost: $30 per Course 
Total Payment ____________ 
 
□  Cash 
 
□  Check       Check # __________ 

Open to all South Shore residents.  All 
materials, textbooks and costs are the 

responsibility of the participant.  Fee for each 
course is $30.  Checks are payable to the 

TOWN OF DUXBURY.   
Payment is required at registration. 

For online registration you may select to “pay 
later” and not pay by credit card. A check 
must be received prior to the start of the 

semester to confirm your registration. 


